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15th Anniversary!!!

It is with great excitement, awe and wonder that we look
forward to the 15th anniversary of the SSJ Welcome Center
in 2018. We are constantly amazed at all that has happened
since we opened our doors on March 22, 2003. We have
been the recipients of such generosity and goodness. We
are indeed grateful to our Congregation of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph, to our sisters and associates and to all of you,
our benefactors and volunteers. Without your help this
would not have been possible.Whether you gave of your
time, talent or treasure — all were put to good use. Some
of you have been a part of this place even before it became
the Welcome Center. You may remember the way it looked
before it became habitable! In the early days some of you
enjoyed the privilege of peering up at the sky through the
many gaping holes in the second floor ceiling. Many of you
volunteered to use your man-power and woman-power to
assist in a variety of jobs, including deconstruction of many
parts of these three rowhouses. And just this year we added
a fourth house, the Abel Annex next door. Again, this would
not have been possible without you. Over the years we have
continued to witness the goodness of so many volunteers.
Some have come to teach English, reading, writing,
computer skills, preparation for the citizenship interview…
and many other classes as needed!
We also are grateful to the many immigrants who have
graced our center with their love and friendship.
Our immigrant friends are such an inspiration to us. Not
only do they share wonderful homemade foods with us,
but they also share their life stories and their love. They are
great examples of resiliency and perseverance. We have seen
firsthand their desire to become naturalized citizens so that
they can give back to this country that they love so much.

Though we carefully tended to the bricks and
mortar, walls and floors, lighting and plumbing
our Abel Annex now feels so special because of the
people in it. Whether they enter by ramp or steps
the six teachers and their students glory in the
brightness of learning in their new classrooms.

We say THANK YOU SO MUCH to the Abel family
and our many benefactors whose generosity brought
a dream to reality.

And so we look forward to Friday night, April 6, 2018. We
will gather at Sorgenti Arena in Martino Hall at Chestnut
Hill College. More information will be coming, but, for now,
mark your calendars!
Sister Connie Trainor, SSJ
Phone: 215.634.1696

Pictured: Anne and Andy Abel — Abel Annex benefactors
Fax: 215.634.0760

welcomecenter728@gmail.com

www.ssjwelcomecenter.org

Who’s Teaching Whom?
I am in my fourth year of teaching
ESL at the Welcome Center, and I
sometimes wonder who is learning
more during our classroom
conversations — are my students or
am I? Teaching at an intermediate
level has kept me on my toes and
forced me to consider English
language meanings and concepts
more carefully and deeply, as well as
to brush up on American history.
When we were discussing an
American custom, one of my students
wanted to know what “accustomed”
meant, and whether it was related to
the word “custom”. (Short answer: a

Nancy Ciampa (standing) and class.

custom is a habit, and accustomed to
means becomes a habit.) “Do men
give flowers to women in their native
countries?” I was informed only to
girlfriends, not wives!

A lifeguard is a “salvavidas”, literally
“he saves lives”. For my Vietnamese
student, we found that her language
contains much French, so the word
“chocolate” sounds similar to English.

When we reviewed the geography
of North America, another student
asked if the United States has always
been a friend of Mexico. (Slightly
longer answer: American settlers
moved into Mexican territory in
the 1800s. Eventually they wanted
independence, fighting broke out,
and the Mexican American War
determined the new state of Texas,
and parts of California and New
Mexico.)

The nuances of a word can be tricky
for ESL students. One student wanted
to know why a teenager she spoke to
didn’t like being called a young lady.
I suggested she might try calling her
a young woman to be more modern,
and less offensive.

Most of my students have Spanish as
their native language. It is sometimes
helpful to compare the Spanish and
English languages when explaining
words. In the process, my students’
understanding and retention is
increased, and I often learn a new
word to add to my rudimentary
Spanish. The word “multicolored”
translates to “muchos colores” in
Spanish.

Our class time is filled with lots of
practice. I challenged my class to
formulate questions using where,
when, why, what, and how. What
“color” became “What color is your
hair?” (Answer: gray last week, brown
this week.) That provided some
laughter, but the last question even
more so. “How” became “How old are
you?” I should have seen that coming!
Nancy Ciampa

Sisters Judy and Peg Retire From SSJ Welcome Center
Sisters Judy Ridley and Peg Fleming
have been at the heart of the SSJ
Welcome Center for many years.
Their commitment, kindness and
compassion for our “dear neighbors”
have touched the lives of students,
volunteers and staff alike. Sadly, it
is time to say farewell to these two
wonderful Sisters of Saint Joseph as
they move onto their next adventure!
For 18 years Sister Peg was the first
teacher many students met. She
taught many of the “new beginners”
and introduced them to basic English
vocabulary and English greetings
and prepared her students to proceed
to other classes. So everyone knows
Sister “Pedge-ee” or “teacher” as she
is fondly called. Her gentleness, her
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welcome, her patient and steady
presentations and her drill and review
methods allowed her students to build
a strong foundation in English.
During her 11 years, Sister Judy’s
gifted editing skills touched many
of the written materials that left the
Center. Newsletters, grants, thank you
letters, and minutes of meetings were
all dutifully tended to by Sister Judy.
This skill, along with her gracious
phone and receptionist presence were
all invaluable to us.
Sister Peg and Sister Judy, our dear
team members, your retirement may
be an ending and a closing to your
working days at the Welcome Center,
but it is also a new beginning of your

ministry of prayer and presence at
Saint Joseph Villa. Though you will
be ten miles away, there will be no
distance between your hearts and
ours. WE THANK YOU, LOVE
YOU AND WILL MISS YOU
IMMENSELY. GODSPEED.

From left, Sister Judy Ridley SSJ and
Sister Peg Fleming SSJ.

Retreat Day at Chestnut Hill
On April 7, 2017, a group of 10 women from the Welcome
Center went to the motherhouse of the Sisters of Saint Joseph
and participated in a quiet retreat. Sister Peg Conboy SSJ
guided the women in their time with God. There was quiet
time, sharing time and time for prayer. The women visited the
motherhouse chapel and were in awe of its beauty. The women
ate in the dining room and were delighted with their first taste
of “tomato bisque.” In the afternoon, Sister Peg helped them
gather the graces of their day and shared with them how they
might pray at home. This was a delightful experience for all
who participated in the retreat.

Volunteers Go the Extra Mile
April is volunteer appreciation month. So, on April 19, the
Welcome Center staff hosted 46 volunteers for the annual
volunteer party. The evening was filled with lively conversations,
delicious food, joyful laughter and an amazing group of people
who literally go the “extra mile” each week to travel to the
Welcome Center. One volunteer travels 30.7 miles twice a week
to teach citizenship. Others come from South Philly, Lansdale,
Juniata Park, Overbrook, Chestnut Hill and Oreland to name
just a few places. Yes, some distances are longer or shorter
than others but the effort from all our volunteers is 100%
each week throughout the year. We have new volunteers and
experienced volunteers working together and all volunteers
share their enthusiasm with the students they meet each week.
We are all blessed to have so many extra-kind, extra generous,
extraordinary humans who give service at the Welcome Center.
An “extra treat” that night was the food provided by Pots and
Pans Catering Mobile Food Truck. Dannah Addalli and her
husband Pete drove their food truck to the Welcome Center.
This restaurant on wheels was filled with delicious choices. All
of us enjoyed the fresh food and service extraordinaire.
Pictured top: back row, from left Lizam,
Francisca, Magdalena, Christina,
Dominga and Juana. Front row, from
left, Flavia, Rosa and Marylena
Pictued Middle: from left, Francisca,
Flavia, Marylena, Peg Conboy SSJ,
Lizam, Magdalena, Juana, Dominga,
Rosa, Christina.
Pictured Above: from left, Carol Heffner
SSJ, Pete Addalli and Dannah Addalli
Pictured left: Volunteers and staff
celebrate.
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It’s Almost Trivia
Time Again
Our annual Trivia Night is a really special
event. Come join us! There will be a Trivia
Challenge with cash prizes, as well as raffle
tickets and 50/50. Raffle baskets will be
back by popular demand. Trivia will be held
November 4, 2017 at 6:15 PM at NorwoodFontbonne Academy in Philadelphia.
Tickets will soon be available for purchase
and will include buffet dinner and drinks.
Participants must be 21 or over to attend.
Hope to see you there!

SAVE THE
DATE!

November 4, 2017
6:15 PM
Norwood-Fontbonne
Academy

Please contact the
Welcome Center at
215-634-1696 or email us at
welcomecenter728@gmail.com
for more information and to
register.

In the just and compassionate spirit of
Saint Joseph, the Welcome Center offers
opportunities that enable immigrants
and others to improve the quality of their
lives through access to education, support
services and programs leading to selfsufficiency. This neighborhood center in
urban Philadelphia extends hospitality,
linking newcomers and persons with
resources for the enrichment of both.
- Mission Statement

Welcome Center Staff
Sister Marian Behrle SSJ
Nancy Bordewick
Sister Peg Fleming SSJ
Sister Pat Madden SSJ
Sister Kathy McShane SSJ
Tasha Mercer
Rosa Murcia Garcia
Sister Judy Ridley SSJ
Sister Connie Trainor SSJ

Welcome Center Advisory Board
Sister Regina Bell SSJ
Mr. David Bontempo
Mr. Butler Buchanan III
Mr. Timothy Callahan
Mr. Jesus Campos
Mr. Kenneth Cooper
Mr. Andre DelValle
Mr. Terrence Foley
Sister Deborah Hughes SSJ
Mr. Patrick Kaufmann
Sister Catherine Gerald Kelly SSJ
Mr. Robert Lisowski
Ms. Rebecca Little
Mr. Anthony Lloyd
Ms. Jaclyn Newns
Sister Marie O’Brien SSJ
Mr. Bernard Rogers
Ms. Emily Schademan
Sister Mary Scullion RSM Honorary
Ms. Caitlin Sullivan
Mr. Robert Tammaro
Sister Connie Trainor SSJ

Pictured top: 2016 Trivia Night Aficionados
Pictured bottom: Front row, from left, Amarily, Rosa, Arielle, Sister Marian.
Middle row, from left Sister Connie, Lizam, Sister Pat, Sister Kathy.
Back row, from left, Nancy and Juan.
4

United Way Number 14933
www.facebook.com/thessjwelcomecenter

