Trivia Time Again
You don’t want to miss our annual Trivia
Night! It will be held November 4, 2017,
at Norwood-Fontbonne Academy in
Philadelphia. We will have our annual Trivia
Challenge and Prizes! There will be a
50-50 raffle and raffle baskets back by
popular demand. Tickets are available for
purchase at $40 per person or $350 per table
of 10, includes hot buffet dinner and drinks.
Must be 21 or over to attend. You can now
register online with Eventbrite.com: Sisters of
Saint Joseph Trivia Night!
We look forward to seeing you there!

Join Us!
November 4, 2017
6:15 PM
Norwood-Fontbonne
Academy
Please contact the
Welcome Center at
215-634-1696 or email us at
welcomecenter728@gmail.com
for more information
and to register.

In the just and compassionate spirit of
Saint Joseph, the Welcome Center offers
opportunities that enable immigrants
and others to improve the quality of their
lives through access to education, support
services and programs leading to selfsufficiency. This neighborhood center in
urban Philadelphia extends hospitality,
linking newcomers and persons with
resources for the enrichment of both.
- Mission Statement
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15th Year of Sevice Begins!
Welcome to our Fall Welcome Center newsletter! We are excited
to begin our 15th year of dedicated service to our “dear neighbors”!
I’d like to introduce myself as the new Director of the Welcome
Center as of August 1, 2017. It has been my honor and privilege to
serve at the Center since September 2015. I began as Coordinator
of Literacy and continued the good work done by others before me.
I minister with the best staff ever and have met so many wonderful
adult learners who desired only to learn more about this country
and its language. Many amazing volunteers come on a weekly
basis to provide ESL classes, citizenship preparation and computer
classes! This year, as I assume the role of Director, it is an honor
to continue the atmosphere of hospitality and welcome here at the
Center! In our SSJ Congregation, we have a saying: “Ready for any
good work” and I am ready and willing!
Our deepest gratitude goes out to Connie Trainor SSJ as she
completed her time as Director. Sister Connie will happily remain
at the Welcome Center and will continue working in the field of
Immigration/Citizenship issues as well as teaching English as a
Second Language here at the Welcome Center. Sister Connie feels
so blessed by the presence and perseverance of our “dear neighbors”
who are new to this country. Their love for their families and their
resiliency in the face of overwhelming obstacles inspire her.
As usual, we are anticipating our annual “Trivia Night” on
November 4. More detailed information can be found in this
newsletter. It is always such a great night of fun, food, and friendly
competition. New friendships are often forged as old ones are
renewed. We hope you can participate.
Of course our 15th Anniversary will be here before we know it —
April 6, 2018 is the date. We so look forward to celebrating the many
wonderful people who have been part of our Welcome Center story
over the years. It promises to be a wonderful evening.
We pray each day for our “dear neighbors” and give thanks for
their goodness to us. We also pray each day for you, our friends,
benefactors, volunteers. Without you, our ministry here would not
be possible. As we move into this new “school year” we are filled
with hope and gratitude.
Pictured: from left, Connie Trainor SSJ and
Kathy McShane SSJ

Kathy McShane SSJ
Director
Phone: 215.634.1696

Fax: 215.634.0760

welcomecenter728@gmail.com

www.ssjwelcomecenter.org

Citizen #250!
We are thrilled to announce that
Lizam “Maggie” Morales is our 250th
naturalized citizen! Now in our 15th
year, we are grateful to have had so
many of our “dear neighbors” become
naturalized citizens. We are especially
grateful that Lizam, one of our
long-time friends, has achieved this
milestone. Her journey to reach this
point in her life has not been an easy
one. Traveling alone from Guatemala
to the United States to meet up with
her husband in New York was just
the beginning of a journey fraught
with many challenges. The next move
from New York City to Chester to
Philadelphia tested her mettle and
proved her strength on many levels.
Fortunately for all of us, Lizam found
the Welcome Center and a new and
lasting friendship was formed. While
working and caring for her son, she
also joined us for English classes

A Philly Field Trip
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Pictured, from left: Sister Marian Behrle, Rosa Murcia Garcia, Lizam Morales,
Sister Kathy McShane, Sister Connie Trainor

and after many years, began classes
in preparation for her citizenship
interview. She dutifully studied
the 100 questions and answers
concerning the history of the United
States, as well as the present day
political structure. She passed with

flying colors! We are so proud of
Lizam. She is already proving herself
to be a fine citizen, grateful to give
back to this country she so loves.
Congratulations, Lizam!
Connie Trainor SSJ

“Who was the second president of the United States?” queried the Park Ranger. In a quiet whisper, Pjereta answered, “John
Adams.” Pjereta and her fellow citizenship classmates visited Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell, Betsy Ross’ House, and
other historical sites in Philadelphia to learn the history of the United States in preparation for their citizenship examination.
Each member of the class, composed of immigrants from the Dominican Republic, Vietnam and Albania, embarked on this
life-changing decision to become American citizens years ago. After years of becoming proficient in English, the challenge
now was to learn the history of the United States. Each one has his or her own unique story, or adventure even, of how each
one came to the United States, but they share the strong desire to become citizens, as well as the unfailing belief that the many
opportunities offered by the United States are open to them and their children. It is a privilege and an honor to play a role in
their quest to become American citizens.
Mary Ann Cottone
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Workshops
Summer 2017 was exciting for our students. During June and
July, the SSJ Welcome Center offered a variety of workshops for
our adult learners. Although the topics varied, the main goal
was twofold: to practice English and to have time with others to
share stories, laugh and enjoy time together.
We couldn’t do what we do without our wonderful volunteers
who graced 728 E. Allegheny Avenue. Ten volunteers came
throughout the summer and offered these workshops: ESL,
Reading Newspapers, Conversation Practice, Writing skills,
Health Information, Yoga, Citizenship, Arts and Crafts and we
were even able to provide a Spa morning. This spa morning
enabled us to offer some relaxation and support for some of our
wonderful immigrant friends.
As our Mission Statement says, ...we link “newcomers and
persons with resources for the enrichment of both.” As is said so
many times, the benefits of volunteering are mutual…life giving
and full of joy.
Kathy McShane SSJ

Volunteers
This summer we were blessed to have two wonderful young women
volunteer with us: Gabriella (Gabby) Petrongolo and Lily Howard. They
offered to do anything and everything! That can include many jobs here
at the Welcome Center. Gabby had been a volunteer teacher here a few
years ago during her student days at St. Joseph’s University. Since she
had some time on her hands this summer before beginning medical
school, she offered her services to us. We welcomed her presence and
expertise with open arms. Her smiling face put strangers at ease as soon
as she welcomed them at the door. Her computer skills were also in
demand, so Gabby worked her magic in the computer world for us.
We also had the good fortune to welcome Lily Howard to our summer
circle. Lily is a junior at Mount Saint Joseph Academy in Flourtown, PA.
She felt a need to help our immigrant friends, so she offered to help us
a few days each week. Lily’s mother graciously brought her and picked
her up each day—not an easy trek from Huntingdon Valley. Lily helped
folks prepare for their citizenship interview, decorated some bulletin
boards for us, helped us to rearrange offices, and performed a variety of
services for us. Her organizational skills were in demand and we gladly
put them to good use.
We are very grateful to Gabby, Lily and her mother for their faithful
presence and amazing energy throughout the summer. They are
welcome back any time!
Connie Trainor SSJ
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Left to right: Gabby Petrongolo and Lily Howard
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