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Counting Our Blessings!!
Our blessings come in so many forms…among them are
our “dear neighbors” who come and grace our doors with
love, anticipation and the desire to learn English and those
who come to become citizens…those same friends who
come and bring us their blessings from their lives! When
they come to the doors each day, they are greeted with love,
reverence and support as they find their way in their new
land. Over 3,000 students have come through our doors
throughout these 15 years and for each of them we are
grateful. More than 260 students have become naturalized
citizens and we join them in being so joyful about their
accomplishments! We are so proud of them!

Sisters, volunteers and students celebrate 15 years.

Volunteers of every age, background and ability have offered
a combined 70,000 hours of service during these 15 years.
They began with cleaning and preparing the Center to open
for business in 2003 and continue today with a variety of
services: teaching, advising, coordinating activities and
planning fund raising events. They work tirelessly! Our
wonderful Advisory Board members are working with us so
that we celebrate the blessings of these 15 years.
When we count our blessings, we think of each of YOU.
As we approach our 15th Anniversary, we know that it is
because of you and your generosity that we have been able
to offer classes, legal support, social services and emergency
assistance. Because of YOU, our newest neighbors know
welcome, reverence and value. Thank you for joining us at
the Sisters of Saint Joseph Welcome Center as we live out
our mission: “We live and work to bring all people into
union with God and with one another”. It is here that we live
out Jesus’ mission “That all may be one.”
Kathy McShane, SSJ
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Counting our Blessings
Events
Events

March 18, 2018 — 1 PM to 3 PM
Open House for students, families and
friends at The Sisters of Saint Joseph
Welcome Center
March 19, 2018
Feast of Saint Joseph
March 23, 2018
Actual Anniversary date of the opening
of The Sisters of Saint Joseph Welcome
Center
April 6, 2018 — 6 PM
15th Anniversary Celebration at
Chestnut Hill College Sorgenti Arena
April 10, 2018 — 1:30 PM
15th Anniversary Celebration at
Saint Joseph Villa

Honorees

• St. Joseph’s University Campus
Ministry
• Beneficial Bank
• Sister Margaret Fleming SSJ
• Sister Judith Ridley SSJ
• Ngan Nguyen*

*2018 recipient of the Sister Marian Behrle Literacy Award

The Winners Are?

When our newsletter went to print in
the fall, we were eagerly preparing for
our annual Trivia Night Fundraiser.
We are happy to report that we had
a wonderful evening, filled with
good friends, good food and good
fun. Thanks to the generosity of
our sponsors, friends and families,
we cleared $20,000 in profit. What
a great help for us as we continue
to work with so many of our “dear
neighbors” who arrive here with next
to nothing.
We are also happy to report that
the winners of the prestigious First
Prize were the members of the “Bob
Tammaro” table! The major award
received by each member consisted
of a Welcome Center water bottle,
inscribed with the 15th Anniversary
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Recognizing and Honoring
15 Years of Service to the
Philadelphia Community
Councilwoman Maria D. Quiñones Sánchez introduced to the
City Council of Philadelphia a resolution of appreciation to the
Sisters of Saint Joseph Welcome Center for 15 years of service to the
community.
It reads in part:
“RESOLVED,
THAT THE
COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF
PHILADELPHIA,
hereby recognizes,
congratulates, honors
and celebrates the
Sisters of Saint Joseph
Welcome Center for
their commitment to
helping those in need
in our community for
Sister Kathy McShane
the last 15 years.
We extend the sincere
respect and admiration of this legislative body and thank you for your
mission to better the lives of our immigrant communities throughout
the City of Philadelphia.”

logo, and filled with chocolates
covered in fine gold foil. Bob happens
to be an active member of our
Advisory Board. You may have seen
him working in the beverage area at
Trivia Night when he wasn’t trying
to figure out the answers to difficult
trivia questions. Bob and his family
and friends are to be congratulated

on their knowledge of many areas
of information which may be useful
or not, depending on the venue!
Trivia Night is a great time to draw
on one’s store of all kinds of (trivial)
information! We congratulate Bob
and his tablemates for a job welldone! And we are grateful for all who
came out to support us. It is not too
late to begin studying now for
next year!
Connie Trainor SSJ

Technically Speaking
A huge addition to the Welcome Center this school year, in
addition to the Abel Annex, was the installation of a completely
updated computer lab. The hardware previously in the lab was
from the initial years of the Welcome Center. With the help
of many donations and a grant, we purchased eight new HP
desktop computers. Teachers, as well as students, have been
using these top of the line computers. Classes can participate in
group ESL lessons presented by the teachers, as well as practice
solo on various ESL learning sites.
Along with the eight computers we purchased ten new iPads.
The iPads are for use in the classroom as well. In November,
staff member Maureen Burke hosted an iPad workshop in the
Abel Annex for our teachers. Maureen began with the basics of
using an iPad and also introduced the teachers to the various
ESL educational apps that are available. Some teachers are now
using the iPads along with their daily ESL instruction. Both the
computer lab and the iPads help students as they learn English,
as well as serve as a basic introduction to technology. We are
grateful for all of our generous benefactors and granters.
Pat Madden SSJ

Window on Tony
In the beginning stages of the Welcome Center I spoke to
an advisory board member about our desire to set up a
computer lab in our basement. She responded, “Tony is the
guy you need to contact for help with your computer lab.” So,
on September 10, 2002, I contacted Tony Lloyd, and the rest
is history. Tony has helped us with all aspects of technology
since 2002. Tony set up our first computer lab on Allegheny
Avenue, as well as at our satellite site at St Michael’s Church
at 2nd and Jefferson Streets. No problem was too difficult
for Tony to handle and Tony never made me feel like my
questions were ridiculous. If Tony did not know an answer to
my questions he would search for the solution. Tony became
my teacher in all things bits and bytes and cords and cables. I
learned a new language from “Tony the Techie.”
So as we dwell in memories as we approach our 15th
anniversary, my thoughts turn to a faithful volunteer,
advisory board member and friend. Tony was the first person
I contacted as we began our new journey on Allegheny
Avenue. He has been a steady ender and continued to help us
through all the “upgrades” we needed to make at the Center.
Tony has been a strong supportive presence in more ways
than we can compute. God had a direct hand in sending
Tony our way.
Pat Madden SSJ

Tony Lloyd
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Three New Citizens!
Congratulations to three
young Vietnamese adults,
Uyen, Nghia and Nhi Tran
who became US citizens on
December 27, 2017. We met
these fine young people about
8 years ago when they were
newly arrived from Vietnam.
Immediately, their mother,
Phuong came to English
class at the Welcome Center.
Later, we met her three older
children who were in Catholic
high schools in the area. Nhi,
the youngest girl, came to the
Welcome Center after school
and received help with her
physics homework. Nhi was tutored by SSJ Mission Corps volunteer Rachel Carey.
We followed Uyen, the oldest girl, and Nhi throughout their high schools years.
Uyen went to Drexel University to study Bio-Medical Engineering. She graduated in
2017 and is now employed by The Merck Company in Lansdale. Nghia and Nhi are
current students at Drexel University studying engineering as well. In the midst of
their busy schedules, these three siblings learned English and also studied to become
new American citizens. We are so proud of all of them and their accomplishments.

The Sisters of Saint Joseph
Welcome Center

Celebrates 15 Years
April 6, 2018

at Chestnut Hill College

Come out and join with us as we celebrate
15 years of service to “our dear neighbors”.
For more information and to purchase a ticket, please visit
our website www.ssjwelcomecenter.org.
4

In the just and compassionate spirit
of Saint Joseph, the Welcome Center
offers opportunities that enable
immigrants and others to improve
the quality of their lives through
access to education, support services
and programs leading to selfsufficiency. This neighborhood
center in urban Philadelphia
extends hospitality, linking
newcomers and persons with
resources for the enrichment of both.
- Mission Statement

Welcome Center Staff
Sister Marian Behrle SSJ
Nancy Bordewick
Maureen Burke
Sister Pat Madden SSJ
Sister Kathy McShane SSJ
Tasha Mercer
Lizam Morales
Rosa Murcia Garcia
Miguel Ramos
Sister Connie Trainor SSJ

Welcome Center Advisory Board
Sister Regina Bell SSJ
Mr. David Bontempo
Mr. Butler Buchanan III
Mr. Timothy Callahan
Mr. Jesus Campos
Mr. Kenneth Cooper
Mr. Andre DelValle
Mr. Terrence Foley
Sister Deborah Hughes SSJ
Mr. Patrick Kaufmann
Ms. Rebecca Little
Mr. Anthony Lloyd
Sister Kathy McShane SSJ, Director
Ms. Jaclyn Newns
Ms. Emily Schademan
Sister Mary Scullion RSM Honorary
Ms. Caitlin Sullivan
Mr. Robert Tammaro
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