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The Welcome Edition Spring 2019

Dear Friends,

It is unbelievable that it is already June 
2019. We have had so many blessings 
this year. As you will see inside this 
edition, we celebrated all of our 
volunteers who graced our classrooms 
and offices this year. We know the 
saying “It takes a village…” and it 
does! Day in and day out, our faithful 
volunteers came to teach, to organize, 
to share life with us. Our volunteers 
help us in countless ways to provide 
services to our dear immigrant friends. 
It is so heartwarming to hear the 
laughter coming from the classrooms 
and in the kitchen as we gather each 
day!  

This year we even had volunteers for 
a day from FRANCE! On April 11, 2019, three teachers and twelve students came to the Center. Katie Kennedy and 
Annie Hoffman, teachers from Mount Saint Joseph Academy, and Martine Wendzinski, a French teacher at Ensemble 
Scolaire Saint Jacques de Compostelle in Le Puy, France, together with six students from the Mount and six exchange 
students from France, came to share life with us at the Welcome Center. It was an awesome day.  

For the last five years, Martine has brought students to experience Mount Saint Joseph Academy, to deepen their 
understanding of our common mission and to appreciate firsthand the charism of the Sisters of Saint Joseph alive 
within the Mount community. Katie shared that in conversations with Sister Kathleen Brabson SSJ before her sudden 
death, Katie and Annie heard Sister Kathleen express the importance of this exchange program to include the history 
of the early sisters, the origins of our mission, and the Mission of the Sisters of Saint Joseph alive today in 2019. One 
of the days they came to Kensington to see the neighborhood and to meet the wonderful immigrants who come to our 
Center. They attended class with the adult learners and saw the kitchen alive at break and lunch time. Just like the first 
six sisters in Le Puy in 1650, who “circled the city and responded to the miseries of the day”, the students encountered 
women and men alive with love and compassion for each other.  

My dear friends, know that people from all over the world join us in giving thanks for all the good that continues 
to happen here at the Sisters of Saint Joseph Welcome Center. We are so grateful for each of you, our kind and 
generous benefactors. We continue to remember you in our prayers each and every day. God bless you today and 
always.

Gratefully,

Kathy McShane SSJ              
Director
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This past year, 
we were fortunate 
to welcome 
Drew Morken, 
a Postulant in 
the Capuchin 
Franciscan Order, 
originally from 
Fort Wayne, IN, 
as a volunteer. 
Drew began 
feeling a call to 
follow God while 
in high school 

and college and was drawn to the mission of the 
Capuchins. 
  
Drew spent two days a week with us at the Center. 
He served in a variety of ways; conducting a basic 
computer class, engaging men in a conversation 
class and interacting with our immigrant friends in 
any way he could. Drew also helped clean, shovel, 
collect trash and he loved to engage the neighbors 
outside as he worked each day to keep our property 
clean. When asked if he would do something, he’d 
answer "That’s what I’m here for!" We always told 
Drew that he lived our SSJ motto “Ready for any 
good work”! 

We wish Drew the best as he continues on the 
journey with the Capuchin Franciscan Order. 
We are so grateful that our paths crossed this year.  

Kathy McShane SSJ

Farewell to Drew Morken
On a cold day in early March, 
Simeon and I returned to the 
Welcome Center from a morning 
spent at the local immigration 
office. We entered the building 
and those present greeted 
Simeon with hearty greetings of 
congratulations. This was the day 
of Simeon’s naturalization interview 
and he passed the examination! After 
humbly accepting all the cheers and the 
applause, Simeon prepared to step out into the cold once again.  
On his way out the door, Simeon told us he would see us later 
in the evening. It was a Wednesday and his English class meets 
on Wednesdays. There was no question. Even though it was a 
big day and the events of the morning could have warranted a 
day off from studying (it’s not a stress-free event to attend one’s 
naturalization interview!), he planned to return for his class that 
evening. True to his word and his intentions, he braced the cold 
and returned that evening for class.

This was not a surprise. Those of us who have been fortunate to 
work with Simeon know him to be a dependable and dedicated 
student. Learning English is important to him and he continually 
strives to increase his knowledge and improve his language skills. 
Even now, after officially becoming a citizen of the United States, 
Simeon continues to come to the Welcome Center—for every 
class on his schedule!

We are proud of Simeon and we look forward to seeing him at his 
next class!

Nancy Bordewick

Ever Faithful

Decorating EGGstravaganza
Our students love to dabble in all 
kinds of activities. So this April, there 
was an opportunity for them to learn 
how to decorate Easter cookies. 
Thanks to Deb, our friend who is a 
chef, students were able to practice 
their artistry on some sugar cookies 
shaped as crosses and eggs. They 
used sprinkles and icing to cover the 
cookies and ended up covering their 
hands as well! While more practice 
may be needed to master this delicate 
skill of decorating, all the students 
were delighted with the free samples 
they received. 

It was a yummy and delicious 
experience!

Pat Madden  SSJ
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Every year we take time to recognize our wonderful volunteers. Most of them teach English and citizenship classes, but 
others help with the newsletter, cooking classes, yoga classes, and various kinds of art classes. To us at the Welcome 
Center, they are “superheroes”. Our generous volunteers are the magical difference that enlivens the Welcome Center. 
Each volunteer brings specific knowledge and unflappable dedication to his or her class, as well as to the mission of 
the Sisters of Saint Joseph. Our heroes do not fly, nor do they wear super suits, but they soar to the utmost heights and 
shower their special, incredible, fantastic and charming gifts with so many. We are so grateful.

Pat Madden SSJ

On Friday, April 26, Sister Pat Madden and I accompanied 
eight women from the Welcome Center to our Motherhouse 
in Chestnut Hill for a wonderful retreat. Sister Mary Elizabeth 
Clark SSJ, director of our SSJ Earth Center, provided a day for 
our women to literally “step away” from the busyness of their 
everyday lives. We started with some quiet yoga time. This 
helped all of us to center ourselves. Next, Sister Mary Elizabeth 
led a reflection on our connection with Earth and offered a 
session of working with clay. The women created some beautiful 
pieces of artwork. We then had some quiet time outside walking 
around the labyrinth. As we began, each of us prayed to give to 
God what was in our hearts. Then, at the center of the labyrinth, 
we stopped and prayed to be open to receive all that God 
was offering us. After this reflective and prayerful activity, we 
moved back inside so the group could begin to design their very 
own terrariums. Although the women used the same basic materials, each terrarium was unique. They delighted in the 
realization that they would bring their lovely creations to their homes. 

The morning flew by, and suddenly it was time for lunch. All of the women were thrilled with the beautiful motherhouse 
dining room and the friendliness of all those at lunch. And, of course, they thoroughly enjoyed the delicious meal—a real 
treat for them, especially since it was prepared by someone else!

After lunch, we visited the newly-renovated chapel. The women were in awe of the quiet loveliness of the space. We then 
returned to the auditorium for a brief re-cap and closing prayer. Each left with a prize, a cloth bag with an adult coloring 
book and colored pencils, and a heart filled with gratitude as the day came to a close. 

Connie Trainor SSJ

Step Away Day

Not All Superheroes Fly
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In the just and compassionate spirit 
of  Saint Joseph, the Welcome 
Center offers opportunities that 

enable immigrants  and others to 
improve the quality of their lives 

through access to education, support 
services and programs leading to 

self-sufficiency. This neighborhood 
center in urban Philadelphia extends 
hospitality, linking newcomers and 

persons with resources for the 
enrichment of both.

- Mission Statement

Sister Marian Behrle SSJ 
Nancy Bordewick
Maureen Burke
Sister Pat Madden SSJ 
Sister Kathy McShane SSJ
Tasha Mercer
Heber Monroy
Lizám Morales
Rosa Murcia García
Sister Connie Trainor SSJ

Welcome Center Staff

United Way Number 14933

www.facebook.com/thessjwelcomecenter
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https://twitter.com/SSJWC

Welcome Center Advisory Board

Got a clue? 

 
In addition to a chance to prove how much you know, there will be 
basket raffles, 50/50 chances, and other prizes. The evening will 
include buffet dinner and drinks.  Participants must be 21 or older to 
attend.
 
Sponsorship and ticket information will be on our website in the near 
future.   ssjwelcomecenter.org
 
Interested in donating a basket or items for a basket? 
Please contact Tasha at 215-634-1696 or t.mercer728@gmail.com.

We hope to see 
you there! 

Make sure to bring 
a friend and 

your “A” game!

Date:      November 2, 2019
Time:     6:15 PM
Place:    Norwood-Fontbonne   
      Academy, Philadelphia

Then come out and join us!


