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Dear Friends,

At our staff meetings held twice a month, we share Welcome 
Center Moments. This sharing reflects on times when we 
have seen God, His goodness and welcome in others. The 
sharing is always profound. In January we acknowledged our 
gratitude as the recipients of many, many Christmas gifts for our 
wonderful immigrant families. Our hearts were overwhelmed by 
the goodness of so many people. Gift cards for various stores, 
beautifully wrapped presents, clothing, food and toys filled the 
Welcome Center. Many parishes, groups and individual families 
outdid themselves in providing for our families. The generosity 
and loving embrace of others provided a feeling of warmth for 
our new friends here. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

Gratitude Leads Us to 2020 Vision
A Sponsored Ministry of the Sisters of Saint Joseph • Chestnut Hill • Philadelphia

Lately we hear so much about vision boards. A vision board is 
“any sort of board on which you display images that represent 
whatever you want to be, do or have in your life.” At our 
January staff meeting we talked about National Migration 
Week which was held during the week of January 5 – 11th, 
2020. Pope Francis calls us to welcome the newcomer and 
to promote a church for all. We created the “2020 Challenge”.  
This challenge calls us, as staff and volunteers, to assist 
the refugees waiting in Mexico to enter the US and receive 
asylum. Our goal of $2020 was reached in one month. Sister 
Pat created our own Vision Board which depicts the values we 
want to live as we try to assist others. As you can see from the 
picture the four values are: Love (in Spanish), Peace (Arabic), 
Unity (Spanish) and Friendship (Albanian).  

We know first-hand the goodness of our immigrant friends who 
come to the Welcome Center for classes and assistance. We 
pray that they continue to find strength in the welcome and love 
they find here.

Gratefully,

Kathy McShane SSJ        
Director

Gratitude

2020 Vision
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World Kindness Day

On November 13, 2019 
the Welcome Center family 
celebrated World Kindness Day. 
We gathered for a small snack 
and asked the students and staff 
to meet someone they did not 
know. It was that simple. There 
was much chatter and many 
happy faces in the gathering. 
When everyone was finished 
meeting and greeting, each 
person was asked to write a 
kindness that had been done 
for them or a kindness that 
they wanted to do for another 
person. Our bulletin board was 
soon decorated with confetti of 
kind acts. It was a very touching 
gathering of hearts, languages 
and love. Let’s remember 
kindness every day.

Pat Madden SSJ

U~Knit~Y

At the Welcome Center there are 
many talented men and women who 
lovingly share their gifts. Two of these 
people are Pjereta and Lizám. They 
generously volunteered to make 
Welcome Blankets for a refugee 
center in Phoenix, Arizona. These 
blankets provide a warm handmade-
welcome to asylum seekers recently 
released from detention centers. 

Both women have “golden hands” 
when stitching wool together. They 
work as a team in this process. 
Pjereta makes the granny squares 
and Lizám sews them together for 
a finished project. It is amazing to 
see how a team can create beautiful 
masterpieces for other people. They 
continue to work together for others 
with a joyful spirit.

Pat Madden  SSJ



"The 
Welcome 
Center 
people 
are my 
family, and 
they treat 
everyone with 
respect and kindness. I am grateful 
for the commitment and effort of 
the teachers in helping us to learn 
English." 

— Marsimina, Dominican Republic

"The Welcome 
Center is a 
place of 
peace and 
tranquility 
with 
respectful, 
friendly 
people. It has 
many good items 
for learning: tablets, books, videos 
and review sheets."
     
— Erika, Colombia

"Thank you to the Welcome Center 
because you 
took me as 
part of your 
family. Not 
only do we 
learn, but 
for night 
students 
there are 
food/snacks 
because we miss our 
supper."
     
— Greysi, Dominican Republic
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What Does the Welcome Center Mean to You?
"A one word answer would be "HOPE", hope that there are better days. Hope that 
you are not alone.  In my case, as it is in most immigrants’ reality, we migrated 
to this country with debt, worries and uncertainty. My family and I did not speak 
the language; we did not know what our future would hold. Although we were not 

hopeless, we felt helpless.  

I now know that whenever you feel helpless never 
lose hope because God puts good people on this 

earth to help others that need that little push.  
After meeting the Sisters of Saint Joseph in 
2003, I knew that we were not alone and that 
God had connected us with the people of the 
Welcome Center. Thank you to the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph for helping make life easier for us 

and hundreds of others."

  — Amarildo, Albania

My main intention for looking to study English was to help my son in his 
homework. Since we are new to this country my second 
intention was to help me in my work. It all leads to a 
desire for personal and professional improvement in 
order that my family is better and we can develop 
in any field, also to adjust to the country that 
welcomed us. After I came to the Welcome Center 
I felt like they received us in this school as family. 
They opened their doors to us and it goes beyond a 
teacher-student teaching. I am very grateful for all the 
collaboration that the sisters have lent us and show us 
that we are important to them. God rewarded us for placing 
such wonderful people along the way. Thanks Sisters of Saint Joseph.    
     

 — Angeliz, Venezuela

"It is a place that has helped me to learn English so I can help 
my children with their homework. People at the Welcome Center 
help each other all the time."
  

 — Rosa, Dominican Republic

"The Welcome Center has helped me to communicate with 
my family, friends, and people at work. The teachers are 
excellent, and I am always happy to attend class."
    

 — Carmen, Puerto Rico

"The Welcome Center is very important 
to me. It does not matter who you are. The teachers and 
students in my class treat each other with respect. They 
are there for you."

  — Cindy, Dominican Republic

Voices Past and Present



Fr. Robert Bazzoli OSFS
Mr. David Bontempo
Mr. Timothy Callahan
Mr. Jesús Campos
Mr. Christopher Cooper
Mr. Kenneth Cooper
Mr. Terrence Foley
Sister Deborah Hughes SSJ
Mr. Anthony Lloyd
Sister Kathy McShane SSJ, Director
Ms. Emily Schademan
Mrs. Caitlin Sullivan Matje
Mr. Robert Tammaro
Ms. Elizabeth Wood

In the just and compassionate spirit 
of  Saint Joseph, the Welcome 
Center offers opportunities that 

enable immigrants  and others to 
improve the quality of their lives 

through access to education, support 
services and programs leading to 

self-sufficiency. This neighborhood 
center in urban Philadelphia extends 
hospitality, linking newcomers and 

persons with resources for the 
enrichment of both.

- Mission Statement

Sister Marian Behrle SSJ
Nancy Bordewick
Maureen Burke
Sister Pat Madden SSJ
Sister Kathy McShane SSJ
Tasha Mercer
Heber Monroy
Lizám Morales
Rosa Murcia García
Sister Fran Ratay SSJ

Welcome Center Staff

United Way Number 14933

www.facebook.com/thessjwelcomecenter
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https://twitter.com/SSJWC

Welcome Center Advisory Board

Talk about epic! Trivia Night 2019 was another night for the books. It was 
a night filled with lots of fun, laughs, good food, trivia, and wine. This year 
we tried a new game, “The Wine Pull”, and everyone who participated was 
a winner. Gift baskets were also a big hit. There were so many beautifully 
wrapped baskets filled with treats and enticing contents, they were pretty 

hard to resist. People sat on the edge of 
their seats to hear their numbers as 

the raffle winners were called.

For the main event, the room 
was filled with competitive 
players who came ready 
to claim their spot as the 
1st place winner. The 
competition was very intense 
and many tables were 
waiting to hear their names 

called as the winner for the 
evening. A tie breaker consisting 

of five extra questions was 
needed to help determine the final 

placement of the teams. After battling 
through all the rounds, Advisory Board member, 

Terry Foley, and his table of family and friends, including former Advisory 
Board member, Pat Kaufmann, were determined to be the champions for 
the evening. Each winner received a SSJ Welcome Center cinch bag with a 
roll of king-size smarties wrapped in beautiful gold ribbon. We would like to 
congratulate our winning table once again for a job well done!  

We give thanks to our sponsors, friends, supporters, and our trivia night 
committee who helped make this a very 
successful event. Trivia Night 2019 
brought in over $21,000 which 
will help us continue to serve 
“our dear neighbors”.

We are so thankful for your 
participation, contributions, 
and so much love and 
support. We look forward 
to November 7, 2020 for 
another night of trivia, fun, 
great food, prizes and so 
much more!

Tasha Mercer

Trivia 2019


